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Need a safe and eff ective disinfectant on your farm?

Dirty, contaminated water 
in your troughs & dams?
Credence is effective against a 
wide range of bacteria including:
* Listeria 

monocytogenes
* Salmonella
* E. Coli
* Faecal coliforms

* Giardia lambia
* Rotavirus
* Toxigenic 

cyanobacteria 
(blue green algae)
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25 Tuhoe Street, Taneatua 3123
07 312 9248

Cow Shed Engineering
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P: 07 304 9184
AFTER HOURS: 0800 838 738

e: edgecumbe@bayvets.net.nz

EDGECUMBE
THE NUMBER ONE 

PROVIDER FOR ALL YOUR 
ANIMAL HEALTH NEEDS

W
61

83
49

A
A

Call Nigel Timbs NOW: 0274 853 598

Specialising in all rural fencing 
WE PRIDE OURSELVES ON A QUALITY

AND FRIENDLY SERVICE
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STOCKLAND FENCING
S E R V I C E S

Need accounting services?
Give us a call today.

Phone 07 307 1141 
Freephone 0800 362 872

31 Richardson St | focus@focusca.co.nz
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Rural Outlook RURAL

Whenua helping 
enrich Maori
Delilah Whaitiri
Staff  reporter

MIRO Berries, established in 2018, 
is a collective of Maori food producers 
and combines ancient traditions and 
values handed down by their ances-
tors, with modern technology and sci-
ence, to produce great tasting, pre-
mium produce for the world, and is 
now expanding.

Development on the Meihana-Koata 
block on Macdonald Road has already 
started on Block A, which consists of 
10 hectares of land, and work includ-
ing, tunnelling, infrastructure, mat-
ting, planting and irrigation is expect-
ed to finish this month, chief executive 
Liz Te Amo said. 

“Our employees have set themselves 
an aggressive target,” she said. 

Development of Block B, consisting 
of a further 10 hectares, will com-
mence shortly, and Ms Te Amo said 
the collective had designated $2.1 mil-
lion from the fund to develop 20 of the 
30 acres which the organisation has 
leased off the trust. 

The business currently employs 12 
full-time permanent staff, but this is 
set to increase ten-fold and will pro-
vide hundreds of seasonal jobs, with 
first preference going to those who 
whakapapa back to the whenua.

Ms Te Amo said one of the problems 
for Maori landowners was that they 
had not been receiving fair rental for 
their land. 

“Our vision is that they get fair 
land rental, their people get the jobs, 
and they can own the development 
over their land, and the PGF Whenua 
Maori funding helps them do this,” she 
said. 

“Everyone is getting more landowner 
servient and os keen to be involved in 
the development of the land and get 
paid fair leases. 

“Our vision is that they should be 
owners and their people should get the 
jobs,” she said.

Many of the business’ new employ-
ees have recently come off a benefit, 
Ms Te Amo said. 

‘It’s incredible to witness how the 
health and wellbeing of young mothers 
and grandparents has changed. 

“One of our mothers came to work 
and shared how her son had superhero 
day at school. He dressed up like his 
mother because he sees her going to 
work each day and she’s his hero,” she 
said. 

Committed to helping grow ranga-
tahi, Ms Te Amo said young people 
would learn necessary skills such as 
tunnel infrastructure and modern hor-
ticulture skills. 

The berry farm is set to harvest next 
year and at peak time we will need a 
minimum of 10 workers per hectare, 
providing up to 200 jobs for locals and 
whanau. 

The extended orchard will be the 
biggest blueberry development of its 
kind, at this time and Maori are at the 
forefront.

“We’re very proud,” she said.

 A two-million-dollar loan from the Government’s 
Whenua Maori Fund will enhance the lives of many 
Maori landowners and young people. Miro Berries in 
Te Teko is one of eight recipients of a total of $30 
million which comes from the $100 million Whenua 
Maori investment fund, created last year, which draws 
from the $3 billion Provincial Growth Fund (PGF).

MIRO MAORI: Miro Berries in Te Teko has expanded and staff  and shareholders 
help to develop the largest blueberry farm in New Zealand.  Photo supplied

Our vision is that they 

should be owners and their 

people should get the jobs.

– Liz Te Amo
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